
 
 

PRINCIPLES OF INTEGRATION UIPM-FISO 
 

1. Continuity of the Obstacle Sports Community  

The dissolution of FISO does not dissolve its community. All National 
Federations in good standing will automatically become “UIPM Member 
Candidates” and will work constructively with UIPM and, where applicable, the 
relevant pentathlon federation in their country to identify an appropriate 
solution for national integration, guided by the already established integration 
scenarios.  

 

2. No Forced Integrations at National Level  

Obstacle National Federations will retain their existing structures and may 
continuously operate and lead Obstacle Sports throughout the transition. 
Integration is based on cooperation and good faith discussions, not imposed 
mergers or loss of control. Where appropriate, and in consideration of the 
Olympic Movement’s principle of “one sport – one federation”, Obstacle 
National Federations may be recognised as full independent UIPM Members.  

UIPM shall establish a clear and transparent process to facilitate the resolution 
of any governance or authority issues arising between Obstacle Federations 
and Pentathlon Federations during the transition period.  

 

3. No Barriers to Membership  

There is no cost for National Federations to become UIPM Member Candidates, 
and a lack of government recognition will not be used to block or restrict 
possible membership during the transition. UIPM will not unreasonably 
withhold full membership from an Obstacle National Federation that holds 
UIPM Member Candidate status, and appropriate provisions will be put in 
place to support this.  

 

4. Respect for Obstacle Sports Identity  

Obstacle sports are recognised as independent sports with their own cultures, 
formats, and communities, existing within the UIPM multisport family rather 
than being redefined as Modern Pentathlon. 

 

 

 



 
 
5. Guaranteed Discipline Representation  

OCR and Ninja will have representation within UIPM governance through the 
Obstacle Commission, Working Groups, and wider commissions, ensuring 
decisions are informed by obstacle-specific expertise. The initial members shall 
be designated by FISO in accordance with the agreed integration framework.  

Appropriate transition pathways for other sports currently under FISO, 
including Adventure Racing, Calisthenics, Hybrid Racing, and related sports 
will be determined. 

 

6. Athlete Achievements Protected  

All historical results, rankings, and titles awarded under FISO are formally 
recognised and preserved, protecting athlete legacies and competitive history.  

 

7. Event Security and Organiser Confidence  

Existing events sanctioned under FISO will transition into UIPM jurisdiction 
without unreasonable barriers, additional costs, or disruption, providing 
certainty for organisers, athletes, and partners.  

 

8. Rules Built by the Obstacle Community  

Technical rules, formats, and definitions for obstacle sports will be overseen by 
the Obstacle Commission and integrated into UIPM frameworks through joint 
working groups, not imposed externally.  

 

9. Protection of Coaches and Officials  

Existing coach, judge, and technical official qualifications are fully recognised 
and transferred, with no loss of status. National Federations may continue 
delivering current education programmes during the transition period.  

 

10. A Phased, Evolving Governance Model  

Obstacle governance within UIPM begins with appointed leadership for 
stability confirmed by FISO National Federations, followed by a clear 
commitment to elected representation through statute reform, ensuring long-
term democratic control by the community.  

 

These principles were jointly endorsed and signed by the Presidents of UIPM and FISO, 
confirming mutual intent and shared commitment ahead of formal statute amendments. 
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